
Love Abides 
Karen Evenson 
February 3, 2019 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (NRSV)

The Gift of Love

13 If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do 
not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my 
body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.4 Love is patient; love is 
kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the 
truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.8 Love 
never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will 
cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9 For we know only in part, and we 
prophesy only in part; 10 but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an 
end. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12 For now we see in a 
mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know 
fully, even as I have been fully known. 13 And now faith, hope, and love abide, these 
three; and the greatest of these is love. 
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To abide, is “to accept or act in accordance with (a rule, decision, or recommendation.)


It is “to bear patiently,” and “to endure without yielding.”


Alfred Tennyson wrote,

“I will abide the coming of my lord.” Abide in this context means, “to wait for : AWAIT”


It is “to accept without objection.”


https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/await


It is “to remain stable or fixed in a state.” It’s “to continue in a place,” “to conform to” 
as in to “abide by the rules” and to “accept without objection ,” as in, “abiding by your 
decision.”


Love abides.


Let us pray.  
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of each of our hearts, be 
acceptable to You, o Lord, for we know that You are our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 


Love abides. It is an action. It does something. And it is greater even, according to 
Paul, than even faith and hope. It can be the measure of all things, and of all time. 


525,600 minutes (sing)

“five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes 
How do you measure a year in the life? 
How about love? 
How about love? 
How about love? 
Measure in love 
Seasons of love 
Seasons of love” 

In the musical Rent, written by Jonathan Larson, there are many poignant moments, 
not the least of which being that its creator died the night before the musical premiered 
and it’s been performed in his honor and memory ever since. The show must go on! 
Love must go on.

 

The song, Seasons of Love, was written by Donny Osmond, and is a reminder that 
every moment in time can be measured in love. The young adults trying to figure out 
their way in life and to work their way through challenges and blessings, difficulties, 
celebrations, and all kinds of relationships are reminded daily to measure all of 
everything in love. 

Love abides. 


Just when you think something has come to an end, you witness something you never 
thought possible.
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Five years ago, I took these wilting flowers outside and put them in the snow, where 
they bloomed again beautifully!! 

Love can be like that—just when you think it is wilting and it won’t come back—it 
blooms again. Sometimes it takes the action of something changing, but it can bloom 
again. 


Love abides.


Sometimes, love looks very different than you thought it would look. It comes very 
differently packaged than you thought it would. 

Have you ever gotten something labeled with the sticker,  “some assembly required?” 
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Take this book, from Ikea...the super store of “some assembly required!”


It takes time to put it together, but wow it’s worth it in the end! Hahaha—and with no 
instructions! What will this book say when it’s all put together?

Isn’t that what you’ve got? Each of us has been given all the parts we need; we just 
need to assemble them—to put them together. Paul reminds us today that we need to 
do that in love.  

That we have everything we need, but that without love, even “everything” is nothing. 

Paul reminded us in last week’s reading that without each other, we are not whole. And 
today, we are reminded that we need all of everything and everyone we’ve got; we 
need faith, we need hope, which also abide, AND we need love. It is the greatest of all. 
It is the most important. 


And, it takes time to grow in love. I don’t know everything right away. Just as a child 
learns along the way, so do we all, as we grow and let live abide with us. 
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Poet, Maya Angelou once write, “Do the best you can until you know better. Then when 
you know better, do better.”

May that be so! That as we know better, we do better! 
 

Today, we will offer the bread and cup to on another, as Jesus did for his disciples 
when he wanted them to know he would always be with them. 

He was telling them that he, who IS love, would abide with them, and that they needed 
to take that action themselves—to abide in love. Always. 

We know this. Let’s do this.


This is our challenge today, this week, this year. To abide in love, as LOVE abides in us.


People of Faith,  
         ...”the greatest of these is love.” 1 Corinthians 13.13.  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Let us end with this prayer offered this week by my colleague, Steve Garnaas-Holmes 
in his devotional Unfolding Light.  

Will you pray with me: 
 
Beloved, 
I am a vessel of your Spirit. 
Empty me of all but your love. 
May your tender self-giving 
flood my soul, wash away my fear and embolden my heart. 



May my whole life flow with your love, humble and powerful, gentle and strong. 
Each moment may I seek to serve and to bless, to heal and to set free all whom I meet. 
May this be my only work,  
my strongest desire: not to be right, not to be safe, 
not to be approved, but to love, especially with those with whom it is hard; 
for it is love, your love alone, that saves me and makes me whole. May the love of 
Christ live in me with every word and every breath.  
Amen.


Benediction to end the worship service today: 

How can we choose love when we have experienced so little of it?  

We choose love by taking small steps of love every time there is an opportunity. A 
smile, a handshake, a word of encouragement, a phone call, a card, an embrace, a kind 
greeting, a gesture of support, a moment of attention, a helping hand, a present, a 
financial contribution, a visit ... all these are little steps toward love. 

Each step is like a candle burning in the night. It does not take the darkness away, but it 
guides us through the darkness.  

When we look back after many small steps of love, we will discover that we have made 
a long and beautiful journey. 

~Henri Nouwen


