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Philippians 3:8b-14  (CEB)


8b I consider everything a loss in comparison with the superior value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. I have lost everything for him, but what I 
lost I think of as sewer trash, so that I might gain Christ 9 and be found in 
him. In Christ I have a righteousness that is not my own and that does not 
come from the Law but rather from the faithfulness of Christ. It is the 
righteousness of God that is based on faith. 10 The righteousness that I 
have comes from knowing Christ, the power of his resurrection, and the 
participation in his sufferings. It includes being conformed to his death 11 
so that I may perhaps reach the goal of the resurrection of the dead.

12 It’s not that I have already reached this goal or have already been 
perfected, but I pursue it, so that I may grab hold of it because Christ 
grabbed hold of me for just this purpose. 13 Brothers and sisters, I myself 
don’t think I’ve reached it, but I do this one thing: I forget about the things 
behind me and reach out for the things ahead of me. 14 The goal I pursue 
is the prize of God’s upward call in Christ Jesus.


The Final Four basketball tournament is going on here in Minnesota this 
weekend and it’s fun to see all the action—all the skill, all the excitement of 
going for the win!  Last night’s game between Texas Tech and Auburn 
ended with a plan to have Texas Tech meet Virginian the final game. So 
exciting—Maybe you even have a bracket going?! A few years ago, we 
took part in a family and friends contest with in which everyone got a 
prize, and although if you had the best bracket, with the most wins you got 
to pick your prize first, no one walked away without a prize. It was cool! 
Each person offered a homemade prize—fresh baked pie, homemade 
granola—my dad contributed an original poem that he’d write for the 



winner of his prize! It was a fun year. It reminded me of one the most 
awesome races I’ve ever seen: 


https://youtu.be/v1qtv7uKUlY


The goal? To win. Who won? Everyone. 


A God-sized goal.   


Let us pray: God, may the words of my mouth and the meditations of 
each of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, for you are our rock and our 
redeemer. Amen


Goals.  We need to have them.

 

Final Four

Track and Field 

Finishing the race

Fastest time

Sewing/Knitting/Crocheting

Raising children into healthy adults 

Preparing a meal that will feed people—for 2, 4, 100, 5000!

Baking

Winning

Playing 

Self-serving

Flourishing crop

Graduation

Relationship

Transformation 

Sobriety

Resurrection


God’s goal—a God-sized goal—what is that? Imagine for a minute, what 
that would be. The Scripture writers have told this in a few ways, but 
started out with creation. Creation happens and the goal is to care for all 
of creation. People were created to care for all of creation and for each 
other, and to not get distracted by one trying to be better than another or 
to have more than one needs, and we’re not always good at that. But it’s 

https://youtu.be/v1qtv7uKUlY


the goal—that all are cared for, and all have enough, and all are in 
relationship with God! ALL—that’s the goal! 


If I’m wanting to reach a goal, I need to figure out the best ways to do that:

If I’m going somewhere...

What to take with me. 

What not to take with me.

What tools I need. 

What training I need. 

Do I need others to come? 

What do I need to do? 


Paul tells us his goal: “The goal I pursue is the prize of God’s upward call 
in Christ Jesus.” In this morning’s Bible verses, Paul has written another 
letter, this time to the people of Philippi, and the goal is clear. And, the goal 
isn’t just a one-time goal, but a goal to reach all the time—every day.  “ It’s 
not that I have already reached this goal or have already been perfected,” 
he said, “but I pursue it, so that I may grab hold of it because Christ 
grabbed hold of me for just this purpose.” God’s goal! That we connect 
with Jesus; that we unite with the risen Christ—the Messiah—in order to 
become a new creation! 


We’ve been talking these last several weeks about being in the wilderness
—about what it takes to absolutely walk with Jesus—to intentionally put 
our whole selves in, turn ourselves around toward God, and unite 
completely with Jesus, so God can make us into a new creation. Paul 
didn’t just say put your right foot in, or your pinky finger, or even just your 
head...but your whole self. He was specific in his letter to the people of 
Corinth—be united with the Messiah—which again means to be “all in,” 
connected, joined at the hip…or at the ankle.




Remember 3-legged races? At our church picnics when I was growing up, 
we always had a 3-legged race. The goal, we thought was to win, but it 
turned out that the bigger goal was to work together, because if we didn’t, 
we weren’t going anywhere let alone reach the finish line or win. Two 
people, tied together with a handkerchief, bandanna, if you had one 
because if you used a length of rope you knew you weren’t coming out 
without a rope burn. People, connected with a common goal—to work 
together to reach the finish line. The prize was crossing the finish line and 
for some, it wasn’t without falling down a few times, and then getting up 
again.  You had to be connected the right way—the two inner legs tied 
together—tying the outer legs together just wouldn’t work.


Of course, there were times when a parent was 
connected to a child, and inevitably before the race 
went too far, the parent or the taller person would 
pick up and carry the smaller person through the 
race—it worked sometimes! God makes all things 
possible, and sometimes things are possible when 
we carry someone in order to get where we’re trying 
to go.





There were times when people got 
connected backward or didn’t work 
together at all and never finished the race.





But, there was nothing quite like watching the 
race, or being in one—when the people who 
were tied together were absolutely in sync, 
and their moves were completely connected 
as though they were one! It was amazing to 
watch as each used their outer leg to step and 
then their “together” leg to step together.




This week, we’re being told by Paul about the goal—about the prize of 
God’s upward call in Christ Jesus.” And, I’m the story of Jesus’ journey 
through the 40 days and nights in the wilderness, we’re getting ready to 
move out of the wilderness and into the garden.


I love the metaphor of the garden for the church, because it fits well! Like a 
3-legged race, we’re connected but in the garden, instead of only two 
people, we’re all connected.


We as the community of the church are the soil. � 

In order to be best prepared for the seeds of God’s transformative love 
and action to grow in our lives, we need to be tilled—mixed together. The 
soil that has been present, with fresh soil, and with fertilizer that will help 
everything to grow. 


The seeds that we plant—these are what we want to grow! 


� 


Do you remember the story of the Secret Garden?  The story was written 
by Frances Hodgson Burnett about a garden that was hidden away, after 
the person it was created for had died unexpectedly.  No one else knew 
about it, and it was allowed to grow over, full of weeds and tangled, and 
was nearly destroyed until it was discovered by a child, tended, and then 
shared. It became a place that nurtured new growth, both in the garden 
and in all of the relationships! 




My personal practice this year is to focus on a Lenten word for the day 
and yesterday my word was: hope.

It’s hard to have hope when things are dark; it’s hard to have hope when it 
seems light will not come. It’s hard to have hope when things remain 
tangled, or unable to be seen. When you can’t see the possibilities, the 
light, the Springtime, the sobriety, the finish line, the money, or whatever it 
is that might provide motivation to reach the goal.


SLIDE WITH THESE WORDS: 
”Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen" Hebrews 11:1 

Hebrews 11:1 tells us that "faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.”


Writer and theologian Anne Lamotte reminds us that, ”Hope begins in the 
dark, the stubborn hope that if you just show up and try to do the right 
thing, the dawn will come. You wait and watch and work: you don’t give 
up.”


� 


Rev. Junius Dotson opened the “UMC Next” Gathering in Atlanta, Georgia 
with a time of worship this past week and pointed to the Apostle Paul’s 
message in 2 Corinthians 1:8-11 (MSG) when Paul felt “it was so bad we 
didn’t think we were going to make it… As it turned out, it was the best 
thing that could have happened. Instead of trusting in our own strength or 
wits to get out of it, we were forced to trust God totally…” Rev. Dotson 
reminded those gathered, “In the midst of change, what lies before us is 
an ocean of opportunity.”


People of Faith, what lies before us is an ocean of opportunity! And 
because we live in the Midwest and far away from the ocean, what 
actually lies before us are fields all around us!  A garden ready to be 
planted! And the goal is that it flourish—that all that grows from it would 



provide all that is needed for the community to grow. Food? Nutrition? 
Love? Kindness? Compassion? What seeds will we plant? 


In the darkness of the soil, we plant the seeds, and then we give that soil 
the care it needs! We keep working toward the goal—we don’t leave it 
hidden away, like the secret garden, but we invite others to help tend the 
garden of our lives, of the community, of the church! 


And as we do, incredible things will come! Miracles will happen! The 
garden will grow! 


Till the soil. You are the soil, I am the soil, we are the soil together!

Know what you’re planting, people of Faith. As you leave today, you’ll be 
given some seeds. The seeds have been embedded in biodegradable 
paper that is shaped like the cross. For, that is where we are headed from 
here. 


� 

We are heading from the edge of the wilderness, into 
the garden, and from the garden toward the cross 
and from there to resurrection! 


In today’s message challenge, if the goal is to grow 
the garden—to help the garden of your life, or of your family, your work, or 
you church to grow, then there are a couple of questions to ask ourselves:




� What seeds do I need to plant in order to 
grow a God-sized garden?

What work am I willing to do in the garden (of my life, in my family, of my church, 
etc) in order to help keep it tended and help it to grow? 

Take the seeds you are given and plant them! Care for them. Know that the 
goal is that they will grow. Know that God’s goal for you is that you will 
unite with the Messiah and be one a new creation! Know that you are not 
finished, not yet perfected, but are moving on toward the prize of God’s 
upward call in Christ Jesus!     Amen?  Amen!


