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  (SLIDE w TURNAROUND SIGNS)
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Turn around! 

Repent!

Turn around!

I am not a runner.  I mean, I have run--I even completed the Twin Cities 10-mile race a 

few years back, but I am not a runner.  My husband, Scott, however is a runner.  Even 

though he’s not currently running races, every bit of him is a runner and he’s in it for the 

long haul.  He’s run and completed 7 marathons so far in his lifetime, and it wouldn’t 

surprise me at all if someday, he ran another.  One of the marathons he ran was in Ari-

zona, where it is HOT--especially in the summer.  Just as with every marathon course, 

there are water stations where runners could stay hydrated along the way and this 

course was no exception.  Scott’s marathon run was going very well, faster than most 



of his other times even, when he stopped to get a drink at one of the water stations 

and in the heat of the Arizona sun, he headed back out onto the course.  It wasn’t long 

before he noticed people waving at him from the sidelines, but not in the same encour-

aging way he’d seen up to that point.  They were waving and pointing and yelling loud-

ly, “Turn around!!  You’re going the wrong way!!  Turn around!!”  But, it was hard to hear 

in the midst of everyone yelling and screaming and so much going on--so, it wasn’t un-

til someone actually ran out into the street and physically turned-Scott-around that he 

realized he really had been running in the wrong direction.  He got turned around, and 

he was able to finish the race.

You know what will happen if you don’t turn around, Paul is saying in this morning’s 

Scripture?  It all will go away. The race will be over and it won’t matter how far you’ve 

run...it will be done.  

It will go away not only for you, or for me, but for God’s kingdom!

Turn around—not only for ourselves, but for the transformation of the world!

Let us pray: 

God, may the words of my mouth and the meditations of each of our minds and hearts 

be acceptable in your sight, for you and you alone are our rock and redeemer. Amen.

A few months ago, we heard the Old Testament story about the “back to Egypt” group 

who were in the desert and all about following Moses to get away from that mean 

Pharaoh...right up until they weren’t. Remember them? They were up for it, as long as 

they were comfortable, or even if they weren’t exactly comfortable, they’d be okay if 

things stayed the way that made sense to them. “We’d rather go back to the way 

things were, than follow you, Moses.” They weren’t willing to trust that what God had 

for them—all they would ever need and more—was right around the corner, if they 

made the effort to keep moving forward. Their lives were about to be transformed, but 

some weren’t willing to go. The lives of their children and grandchildren and all of the 

people of their community were about to be transformed for the better, and what they 



did was spend their time arguing and complaining about how things needed to be 

done a certain way, not trusting that God had something else in mind, or trusting that 

someone else could lead the way.

They were looking for a way out of the desert, but were relying only on what they knew, 

rather than giving all of themselves to God and to following Moses’ lead as Moses led 

them to what eventually was the Promised Land.

They focused on themselves and criticizing others, instead of focusing on God and 

trusting in God’s power for transformation.  And, so they didn’t see the possibility of 

transformation, and they didn’t recognize all the blessings that were right there in front 

of them.  They didn’t realize that if they all put in together, picked up their feet and fol-

lowed instead of putting their feet down, that they would get to where they were going 

and have more than they ever could imagine.

�
Relying on our own selves, without putting God first is what God’s people have been 

warned about for generations. 

It’s hard, because our ego says, “Once everything falls into place, I’ll feel better.” Mari-

anne Williamson reminds us that the Spirit says instead, “Find your peace first, and 

then everything will fall into place.”



We need to focus more on the Hokey Pokey version*, than the “back to Egypt” version 

of turning around. “Turn yourself around,” is an amazing opportunity we’re given by 

God! Putting our whole selves in!!

After Moses, there was Isaiah—the one who prophesied that Jesus was coming. The 

people he was leading heard him say, 
6-7 “Seek God while he’s here to be found,    (SLIDE) 

    pray to him while he’s close at hand.”

Turn toward God now, Isaiah was saying—listen to what God has in mind!  God has in 

mind that there will always be enough—more than enough—for ALL, if we turn around 

from our self-reliance and follow Jesus.

If we’re going to be the church…we need to turn toward God and put God first! Doing 

that might mean doing a new thing...

These are my Orchids.  

�

I put them in the light. 

I fed them ice cubes.

Nothing. They’re alive, but where is the growth? Where are the blooms?



I wondered this for months…until I decided to turn toward others who have blooming 

orchids and I turned toward reading material that helped me to understand orchids bet-

ter, and I found that when I added the food that is especially good for orchids and gave 

them more attention, they not only stayed alive, they 

bloomed. 

�  

I had to turn in the right direction, to get things going in the right direction.  

Sometimes, we think we’re going in the right direction; things seem to be going along 

alright, when all of a sudden, things are not alright! We think we’re doing all the right 

things and maybe even do many right things, but over time as we do them, we don’t 

realize that something needs to change. When that change happens, everything 

blooms.

Sometimes, we think we’re going along just fine, and we don’t realize we need to 

change until it’s too late.  We need to listen to the warnings before it’s too late!

When my third child, Darby was born, she was tiny—just over 5 pounds. She was tiny, 

but alert and healthy, so we took our tiny, precious child home and as many mothers 

do, I decided to breastfeed her.  Good choice. I did that and went on with life. And she 

grew...a little. Her doctor appointment at one month measured her in the 5th percentile 

for height and weight, but we chalked that up to her perhaps just being tiny in the first 

place, and as she seemed to be smiling and satisfied, and didn’t seem unhappy, we 

didn’t change a thing. When I fed her she didn’t eat much, or for long, but it seemed 

like it must be enough because she was still smiling and seemed satisfied. And, it 



wasn’t until she was almost 3 months old, that over the holidays, people who didn’t 

see her every day began to ask—“how much does she weigh?” “Is she doing okay?” 

“Is she growing?” I started to really pay attention, and as I took a closer look, realized 

that my daughter, while she seemed satisfied, we didn’t recognize she was starving. I 

immediately called the pediatrician and we decided to switch her to a high calorie for-

mula—and within weeks, Darby had gained 3 pounds! Even though I gave what I had, 

it was only in listening to the observations of the community around me that I was able 

to turn in the right direction for my daughter. I needed to listen to the warnings. I need-

ed to pay attention and turn things around.

It took several people saying something as they noticed she wasn’t growing for me to 

pay attention! That’s the kind of warning Paul is giving the people of Corinth! Hey!! Pay 

attention!! 

Being the church might mean paying attention in a new way!! Listening, learning, and 

doing something differently. There are starving people! People who are starving to 

know the love of God, and because we’re going about our business doing what suits 

us, we hardly notice! There are people who would be reached by the blessings we have 

to give and share and who will not receive those blessings because we are so focused 

on our own needs. You might even be malnourished, if you’re not living on the nutrition 

of God’s word and Jesus’ teachings! Getting just enough to survive, but not enough to 

thrive.

People of Faith, we need to turn around! We need to turn around in our lives as individ-

ual disciples, who follow Jesus in everything we say and do. We need to turn toward 

God, the expert on all of creation, on all of us—who is love and is so filled with love for 

the world and for everyone and everything in the world that same God who was willing 

to give all of that love to the world—to us! If we’re going to have integrity, when we say 
we are Christians, then we need to follow Jesus. If we’re going to have integrity when 

we say we are a church, then we need to be the church.



Being the church might mean giving something up—or fasting from something we’ve 

always done, in order for God to reveal to us what to do or who may come!

People of Faith, as a church, let’s turn around, and together move forward. Turn 

around, pay attention, give up what we need to give up to God in order that God can 

do a new and mighty thing in us and through us!

As a church, we are called to be followers of Jesus, imitating his ways and his life, giv-

ing all of ourselves to being the church, here and everywhere. One of our youth, Abbie 

Smith brought this to me this week: 

� �

People, Abbie wants to be the church! 

As Jesus-followers, we turn to the Scriptures as our daily guide; we turn to prayer in 

conversation with God, as Jesus did for every decision; we turn toward blessing and 

healing and loving everyone; and, we turn toward taking care of our responsibilities, but 

keep them in their place, always turning toward God and following Jesus first, so that 

nothing is out of order. For we know—we know what is possible if we do it Jesus’ way!

In every way, every day, we are called to be the church. 
That’s Paul’s call to the people of Corinth. 



That’s the message for us today.

Jesus called and made disciples. 

Jesus told his disciples to call and make disciples.

Paul, who became a disciple—a follower of Jesus, even after messing up and falling 

down, and even needing to be blinded by the light of Jesus until he finally got it, is call-

ing the people of Corinth out and he is warning them:

 1-5 “Remember our history, friends, and be warned.” 

[We thought we were faithful and yet all of a sudden the temple was gone!]

6-10 The same thing could happen to us. We must be on guard so that we never get 

caught up in wanting our own way as they did.

13 No test or temptation that comes your way is beyond the course of what others have 

had to face. All you need to remember is that God will never let you down; he’ll never 

let you be pushed past your limit; he’ll always be there to help you come through it.”

People of Faith, this message is for us today! We, too have been blessed and have en-
dured, and blessed again. We, too, are in the middle of the desert and are in a position 

of deciding—what does it mean to follow Jesus?  What do I need to do? Give? Give 

up? What will it mean to be the church? How can we do more than survive, and go 

ahead to thrive?!  

God is with us; are we with God?

I love how Eugene Peterson puts it in The Message paraphrase—“Our positions in the 

story are parallel—they at the beginning, we at the end—and we are just as capable of 

messing it up as they were. Don’t be so naive and self-confident. You’re not exempt. 



You could fall flat on your face as easily as anyone else. Forget about self-confidence; 

it’s useless. Cultivate God-confidence.”

Cultivate God-confidence!

�
Turn toward God and cultivate what God has in mind. 


Make that our number one priority!  Be the church with God-confidence!

Let’s put “our whole selves in” and be disciples— reading the Scriptures every day, 

praying every day, inviting God into everything and blessing others in even more inten-

tional ways.  

Let’s “put our whole selves in” and give all of who we are, all of what we have to God—

so that the body of Christ would grow and thrive, rather than wither and die.  

 

If you think others won’t come or won’t notice the change in your life, think again—

even our children, our friends, our neighbors will notice when they see what a differ-

ence God is making through you.  The people will notice when they see you acting in 

love out of God’s love for you.  The people will notice when they witness you giving in 

love out of what God has provided.  The people will pay attention, and will want to 

thrive, too, if they see you turning toward God and thriving!  People will come, if they 

are curious about the difference it could make in their lives, too.  The people will come 

if they see integrity in the church, which says it is a church, really being the church.  If 



you wonder why another church is thriving, likely they know who they’re following, they 

know what they’re about, and they’re being about it—they are about being the church.

During fellowship time today, on your ride home, during your family dinner, this is the 

challenge for us today—to turn around.  Let’s not turn around and head back toward 

Egypt, or wait too long, or just keep going on as we are, but instead turn around and 

face God, follow Jesus, and go forward!

  

My challenge to you today, is to write down at least one way you can respond to this 
challenge.  

 

What do I need to turn around in my life as a disciple—in order to follow Jesus?  And 

by “do,” that could be adding something in..or giving something up.  Inviting a new 

thing, or a new way, or a new person—adding a new habit, or getting rid of an old one. 

Maybe it means fasting or taking a break from the way you do something, to let some-

one else try a new thing.

 

With whom will I share about the difference being a disciple has made/is making in my 

life?  Is there something you see happening because God is in your life, or in the life of 

this church?  Tell someone!  Who will that be?

 

What do we as a church need to turn around in order to “be the church” together?

People of Faith, let’s pay attention to the warnings, and be sure we’re turned in the 

right direction, so that our future will be long and many more can come to Faith! 

Amen? 

*Note: Faith for Kids message on 3/24:  Do the Hokey pokey—and turn yourself around!


